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In 19123., when Paderewski's career as a pianist began
once again, the years of political efforts were nothing but
a memory. All the intoxicating details of a virtuoso's
life were back again : preparation of programmes, travel-
ling, the new concert halls, the interviewers, and above all,
the crowds. But his public had to be conquered anew.
Paderewski's political career confused the issue in many
people's minds. Some people thought that a man of his
age would not be able to take up a musical career again;
the younger generation had almost forgotten that the only
Polish statesman whose name was really familiar to them
had once been a great pianist, and they looked upon his
artistic past as on a beautiful legend.
Mr. I. Bowman recalls that when asked one day if he
found it difficult to face the crowds of Warsaw on his first
appearance there in 1919 Paderewski said that though he
expected to have stage fright, actually he felt quite at ease,
and that he supposed it was due to experience in facing
audiences during his musical career. " You know I used
to play," he said. " Yes," replied his listener, " I used
to hear you."
Although Paderewski's political career diminished his
prestige in Poland, it heightened his position abroad. He
was, after all, the only pianist in the world who had also
been a Prime Minister and one of the great men of the age.
People who did not care particularly for music went to
hear him in order to see the famous man. He reconquered
his world, the Western world, in the shortest space
of time.
Many things remained as they had been many years ago;
others were different. Above all, there was still his old
stage fright. Years of conferences, of speeches at distin-
guished gatherings or before tremendous crowds, all his
varied political experience, had not killed the old disease.
It was as though he were still a beginner afraid of breaking